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Mr. William F. Caton

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Ex Parte Statement
CC Docket 97-137

Dear Mr. Caton:

The attached letters addressed to Chairman Reed Hundt should be incorporated
in the record of the above referenced docket.

Sincerely,

%‘iu aﬁw ’

Toni R. Acton

Attachments
ccC: M. Waksman
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June 10, 1997

Federal Communicarions Commission
1919 M:Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Ex-Parte Communication
RE: CC Docket 97-1

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) now has before it the first
application fram Ameritech to offer in-region, long distance service. The Unitsd Seniors
Health Cooperative (USHC) urges you to epprove Ameritech’s application to offer long
distance:servics in Michigan.

USHC and other senior organizations backed telecommunications reform as g step
toward improving availsbility snd lowering the con of tslephane servics for older
Americans. Older Americans are often dependent on long distance service 1o maintain
contact with their family and close frieads living in distant locations. Unfortunataly, the
recent incrsases in long distance service teads to hit older Americans ths hardest since
older consumers are less likely to belong to a discount plan and rely moge on basic rates
for their telephone service. These recent rate increases wers not what Congress and owr
Association, had in mind with the passage of the Telscommunications Act. One
important step the Commission can ke to deliver on the promise of lowsr long distance
rstes for'seniors is 1o approve Ameritech’s long distance application.

USHC, therefore, urges the Commission 1o approve Amaeritech's application to
enter the long distance market in Michigan. Ameritech has met the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 as regards opening the local market 1o competition.
Seniors in Michigan should not have w0 wait any louger to realize the benefits of
meaningful competition in the long distance merket.

Sincerely,

Anne Werner
Acting President

A nol-for-prafit ergumization of hwalth care consumers helpbiy peoplc te achivvw henltl). Indepondency ard fnsncial secur]

NS 1331 H Street. NW. @ Sulte SO0 B Washington, D.C. 20008 @ (202) 293-6222 8 FAX (202)7&05”
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June 10, 1997
The Honomhle Reed Hundt
Chairman
Pedera! Communicytivay Cuuunission
1919 M Strect NW
Washington, DC 20554
' Ex Pacte Communication
CC: Ameritech Applicarion in Michigan
Durcwmux Hundt:

The Fedornl Communications Comunission is aow considering the epplioation from
Amatitech to offer in-region, long-distance service. The undersigned ocganizations
encotirage you to approve Ameritech™s spplication to offer long-distanca service in the
gate of Michigan,

We m;.mport Amaritech's request because:

o we balieve Amsritech, in competition with other long-distance sompsnies,
will Jower our costs;

- & we luve had good expericness with Amnerivesh. Amcritech waives “operator-
assisted"” fees for people with dissbilities who nced help dialing, In addition,
Amueritech administars the Michigan TTY relsy service. Ameritech also
offers TTY discounts on 1ocal phone sarviee.

As you well know, M. Hundt, having beea a strong supporter of consumers with
disabilitics, many Americans with disabilities [ive on limited incomes. We and the
consumers weo scrve will benefit when Jong-distance faes fall in the face of increased
mnu—upuunywhuteompmym as Ameritech does, to provide TTY
diseonnts on lang-distance service.

‘ Sincerely,
Deaf Commumity Action Netwozk Lakeshore Cortar for
(“DEAF CANT™) Independant Living
2111 Orchard Lake Rd #101 426 Ceatury Lane
Sylvah Lake, Ml 48120 Holland, MI 49423
. Manree County Opportunity Program
302 W. Elm Ave.

Monroe, MI 48162

03/ 08:21 FAX d004/015
06/11-,97 08: 2% ID:ZESNIK 716-461-9258 FrRX:716-555-gez2 PHGE 3
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ce: Commissioner Jumes Qusilio
. Commissioner Susan Ness
. Commissioner-Rachells Chong
. Secretary Willlam Caton (2 coples)
| Denald J. Russell, Talscommunications Task Foree
Ant-Trust Division, Depertment of Justice
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL |
ON THE AGING

409 Third Street SW Washington, DC 20024  |:L 202 479-1200 TDD 202 479-6674  FAX 202 4790735  hirp://waaw.ncoa.org

June 10, 1997

The Honorable Recd Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20544

Re: Ameritech Communications, Inc. Filing to Provide Long Distance Service
Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am Submitting these comments on behalf of the National Council on the Aging, Inc. (NCOA).
NCOA is a center of leadership and nationwide expertise in the issues of aging. NCOA is an
association of more than 7,500 members -- organizations and individuais — who work with or on
behalf of older persons. '

To date, the Telecommunications Act has not had a noticeable impact on long distance pricing.
NCOA supports increased competition in both the local and long distance markets to help reduce
the cost of residendal phone bills and, ultimately, improve the quality of service and stimulate
greater innovation.

Many older persons on fixed incomes would benefit from increased competition, as higher prices
may force them 1 choose between having a phone of paying for food, heat, or housing.
Telecommmunications provides critical access to the outside world to many senior citizens who
live alone or in rural areas. Widespread, affordable, reliable telecommunications services not
only enhance older persons' independence, but makes it easiec for caregivers (o assist them.

Senior citizens should have the ability to choose among a variety of marketplace options, or, if
they prefer, acquire all the sarvices they need from a single familiar entity. Limiting marketplace
options and restricting competition will impede and delay the realization of the emerging
“Information Age” for an important and growing segment of our popularion The entrance of
new, customer focused competitors should offer improved options that represent increased value
over existing services.

Sincerely,

President and CEO

Partnoniny 5 Shape the ‘Juture

do13
2!"

2
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June 10, 1897

Mr. Reed HWHunt

chairman

Pederal Cammunlcations Commission
1918 M Stroet, N\W

Washington, DC 20564

Dear Chalrman Munt:

On May 21 Ameritach petitioned the FCC for permission 1o provide
long dlstance sorvice 10 Iis local customors In Mishigan. The Triangle
Coaalition strongly belleve that with the adoption of new FCC rules to
axtand Universal Accass services 10 schaals, librarias, and rural
Heaith Faclities that [t I8 In the Interest of these Institutions that a
strang compatitive snvironment exist among potentiel service
providers.

Ameritach's snlry inte the market will enhanoe eompetition snd may
eoniribute 1o lower ratag for sarvicas which weuld give greatar valua to
fhe discounts 1o be offered to schoois. Schools ars consymers ant! as
the new rules provida liksly 1o become even larger customers of
advanced telecemmunicatians services.

Ineraasad competition will mean new choicas, hopefully more
competitive ralas and added incantivas to the exiating sarvica
pravidars 1o maks the Infrastructure investments necessary to bring a
tuil range of advanced telecommunications applications @ sshools.
Theeo services are sosential If atudonts are to develop the knowledge
and skills thess same companies ansert are requirad In todays’

markatplace.

Ameritech's entry Into the competitive long distance market wili
enhance the eppartunity to achleve the promisad benefits of the
Telecommunications Aet and provide the range of choices nesded by
schoolg in the years ahead. Wa ask that you and the Commission give
favorablQ consideration to their petition.

Sincerely, é’ M

I'd

Gary G/Allan
Direcigr of Govarnmantal Affairs

8112 @srwyn Road/ Collega Park. MD 20746-4130 7 301-220:0870 / §00-582-D115 / PAX 301474-4381
teopiP sel.eam / Nup:loww triangis-aselifion,neg
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June 5, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St. NW

Washington, DC 2054

Dear Mr. Chafn'man,

I amn writing in support of the action taken by Ameritech in ﬁling under Section 271 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide long distance service in Michigan. Ameritech’s
filing clearly demonstrates that the competition we hoped would develop when the Act was
signed into law by the President, is rapidly becoming a reality.

The emergence of real competition in local long distance services will ultimately result in new
jobs for American workers, provide significant long term benefits such as lower prices and
better service, and foster an environment of innovation.

Seniors, in particular have much to gain from the benefits of a competitive environment. For
most older Americans, affordable telephone service is the primary way to stay in touch with
family and friends, obtain needed medical consultation, and maintain contact with the commu-
nity, security:and other support organizations. Seniors should have the option to choose fro m a
variety of available marketplace options, or, if they prefer, acquire all the services they need
from a single familiar entity. Limiting marketplace options and restricting competition, will
only limit and delay the realization of the benefits of the emerging “Information Age” to an
important and growing segment of our population..

Approval of ?Ameritech’s filing will begin to deliver the benefits of the Information Age to
America, as Congress intended. Mr. Chairman, I urge your thoughtful consideration and
prompt approval of Ameritech’s application.

Sincerely,

Michael S. Guerrero
Policy Director
National Hispanic Council on Aging

NATIONAL HISPANIC COUNCIL ON AGING

2713 Ontario Rd. NW. @ Washington D.C. 20009
| (202) 745-252] (202) 265-1288 FAX (202)745-2522 E-Mail: NHCoA@aol.com
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June 9, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt

Chaint:

Federal Communications Comuission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear éhﬂmm Hund:

08,09,97 11:06 ID:2ESNIK 716-461~9258 FAX:716-555-2222

06/08/97  11:23 o

The Umtad Homeowners Association (UHA) support Amaritedh’s application of affer

long distance service in Michigan. Attached plaase find a cop

submitted eazlier on this mattor.
Thanld you.
Sincerely,
Jordan Clark
President
cc: | Commissioner James Quello
: Comrnissioper Susan Nass
. Commigsioner Rachellz Chang
i Seerctary Willisn Caton (2 copies)

. Donald J. Russell, Telecommunications Tesk Force

Anti-Trust Division, Department of Justice

n of UHA's letter

4009/015

PAGE 8

@oosso010
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Ex-pn,irte
. February 7, 1997
The ﬁonorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

‘Weashington, DC 20554
RE: €C Docket 97-1
Deear Chmmnn Hundt:

' Almost one year ago, Congress passed and President Clinion signed into law the
Telecommunicadons Act of 1996. To date, consumers have seen fow, if any, benefits.
Retrospectives which are now beginning to appear in the media generally conclude that
the one-year legacy of the new law has been bigher long distance and cablc rates; not
axncﬂy what Congress and the President had in mind, !

i The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) now has befors it the first
application from & regionsl Bell company to offer in-region, long distence service. The
United Homsowners Association (UHA) urges you to approve Ameritech's applicstion 10
offer ;ong distance service in Michigan.

. Amaritech has submitied a voluminous application demaonsuating that it has
Opened ths Jocal telephone market in Michigan to competition and, therefore, should be
allowed to enter the long distance business. Ameritech's application i based on ten
inteséonnection agreements that it has concluded with competitors in Michigan, including
such companies as MFS, Brooks Fiber, and TCG. In eddition, the Michigan Public
Service Commission has approved arbitrated agreements that allow AT&T, MCI and
Sprixt to interconnect with and regell Ameritech’s local service. These agreoments hold
the promise, albeit a distant onc, of lawer prices and better service for homeowncrs in
Michigan. AT&T, for example, has indicated that it hopes to offer local service in
Michigan this spring, but only on a limited basis.

! Saa*. for example, Mika Mills and Paul Farhi, “This 1a 2 Pree Markst? The Talscommunications Act So

ghar Prices, Few Beneflu,” Tha Washington Post, Jmuary 19, 1997, HI, HS.
L lle Couley. “Big Carriers Are Slow o Enter Local Marksts,” The Wall Streer Joumna), Jammy 28,

1997, BY, B9,
- 1511 K Street, NW Suite 326 Washington, DC 20005

Phond‘ 202.408.8842 Pax: 202.408.8156 http://ube.org /America Online kw:UHA

UNITED BOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATI!IQN®
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| Homeownsrs in Michigan can realize the promise of lower long distance rates as
soon as the Contmission approves Amerltech’s long distance application. As you know,
AT&T, MCI and Sprint continuc to raise their rates. Most recently, AT&T raised its rates
5.9 percent the day befare Thanksgiving. MCI and Sprint also rates their rates, 4.9
percent and 2 percent respectively, at around the same time. It marked the ninth time in
the last soven years that the Big Three raised rates in lock step. UHA thanks the
Commission for requesting public comment on the joint petmon of UHA and the United
Seniors Health Cooperstive to reinstate AT&T's dominant carrier stanis.’ We believe
that given its marke: shars and market power, AT&T should be reclassified as
“domigant.” ATé&T's statug should be revisited after the regional Bal! companies and
other loeal exchange carriars enter the long distance market.

.These rate hikes stand in marked contrast 1o what iz happening in those few areas
of the country where the local exchange carrier has eatered the long distence market. In
areas of Connecticut served by SNET and areas of California served by GTE, rates for
long distance service have dropped 15 to 20 percent.

"This is what Congrass had in mind. Similar rate raductions in Michigan translates
into savings of hundreds of millions of dollars for homeowners and small businesses.

‘UHA, therefore, urges the Commission to approve Ameritech's application to
enter the long distance market in Michigan. Ameritech has met the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 as regards opening the local market to competition.
Homeownars in Michigan should not have 1o Wit any longer to realize the benefits of
meaningful cornpetition in the long distance markst.

/ /
U I% Clark

President

ec:  Commissioner James Quello
:Commissioner Susan Ness
‘Commmissioner Rachelle Chong
:Sccretary William Caton (2 copics)

7 See, “Petition for Rulamaking to reciassifyy AT&T as having domlnant carrior atatus,” Deoember 3 1,
1996, aad FCC Public Notice DA 97-123, January 16, 1997.
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Howard Sutton
Swmeicase Inc. irgit M. Kiohs

Oavid L Van andal
Amcgy Comorsten

Varmum, Rdderiog, BMi/mam
Schrnicr § Howeer LLP
David J. Wagnar cc. Mr. Donald J. Russell

0id Kert Financial Comormion S ...
Ponssd & Wikkorne Telecommunication Task Force. Anti-Trust Division

OLP. A Uwisian of Meaworic, Inc. U.S. Department of Justice

Richarg W. Zemmin
MickCon

. .. Beri6s3?  1S:07 GR CHAMBER -+ 313 4S6 9332 . NG. 319 vaz
et 1Y~ g
The Right Place Program
The Waters Building, 111 Peart Street NW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-2831 Jay Van Andel
(616) 771-0325 « FAX(618) 771-0329 Founding Chairman
Eal O oo . June 16, 1997
Maljer, g,
ey
Weswiand Bsiiess The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
:':""’w""‘ Federal Communications Commission
kg 1919 M. Street NW
Amugy Comoration .
Consumers Power Company
m “&mﬁsl‘nﬁ:ﬁ Dear Mr. Hundt,
b On behalf of The Right Place Program | would like o lend support to
Etva tnka Amenritech’s application to provide long distance service in Michigan.
uipa. Inc.
oo Akt Ameritech’s community involvement throughout the state has been generous
Cartos A Mg and most beneficial to all Michigan residents. We know that they endorse full
Hicakgo & Ogvirins, mc. and fair competition, based on the best products, at the best prices with best
Raberr L voskar customer sesvice available for all residents. As President of The Right Place
, m: oty Program, the econamic devalopment organization for West Michigan and a non-
Autscam Camporation profit program, | feal that true, market-based competiton in all tele-
Birgh W, Kiohs communications markets will ensure that the United States continues to have a
T Right Placs Pregram state-of-the-art communications infrastructure — which is an asset that is
ot wheonold essential to building our ecanomy, retaining and attracting businesses and
PaEk 6. Maons meeting the needs of our residents. Through this increased competition and
Karg Couney growing communications workforce, we will axparience job growth and
;":"M':w"‘*‘m"" increased demand for housing, daily living expenses and discretionary income.
Wames Norcross & Juwds LLP
CylF, Meors Wae hope there will not be delay in opening the long distance markets to
BCO Saiaman, Lp competition. With that in mind, The Right Place Program strongly supports and
mn":t:"m encaurages approval of Ameritech’s application.
Patrick M, Quinn
Sparan Swres. inc. '
MiRon W, Robrerer .
Gand Rapiis Avs %: )
Chamber of Commarza

Cini ar cmm e wye TOATA PAGE & Xk
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DETROIT RENAISSANCE

Pl Hillegonds
President

June 25, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

It is my understanding that Ameritech Michigan recently resubmitted to the
Federal Communications Commission its application & provide long distance
service in Michigan, under the procedurc established by the Talecommunications
Act of 1996. ]| am writing to urge your prompt and positive consideration of
Ameritech’s application (Docket #DA 97-137).

As prmdm: of Detroit Renaissance, an organization of CEO’s of the largest
Detroit-ares corporations whose mission is economic revitalization of Detyoit, X

. believe that market-based competition in all telecommunications markets will

boost our ecoromic development efforts.
Thank you for your consideration of the Ameritech application and this letter.
Sincerely,

cre /%,ﬁ_;,
aul Hillegonds
President

c¢: Donald J, Russell

100 Rengigsarce Coniay Suite 1760 Devod M1 882431066 3112595400 Phane 313.567.8155 Fax

~ o T= o=t owme



DETROIT RENAISSANCE DIRECTOR COMPANIES

AAA Michigan

Allied Signal

American Natural Resources
Ameritech Michigan

ASC Incorporated

Barden Companies

The Bing Group

Blue Cross / Blue Shield of Michigan
The Budd Company

Charter One Financial
Chrysler Corporation

Comerica

Consumers Power

Detroit Edison

Detroit Lions

Federal-Mogul Corporation
First Independence National Bank
First of America Bank Corporation
Max M. Fisher

Ford Motor

General Motors

Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn
Hudson's

Hudson-Webber Foundation

ITT Industries

Kmart

Kelly Services

Kughm Enterprises

Masco

MCN Energy Group

Michigan National Corporation
NBD Bank

Northwest Airlines

Penske Corporation

Pulte Corporation

Regal Plastics

Standard Federal Bank

The Stroh Companies

Talon, Inc.

The Taubman Company

Thyssen, Inc.

Unisys

The WW Group

Ex-Officio Members - Chairman Of:
Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce

Detroit Econommic Growth Corporation
New Detroit, Inc.
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MADONNA
UNIVERSITY |
: = 96800 SCHOOLCRAFT ROAD
OFFICE OF THE PRESIOENT _ : LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48150-1173
| xx (;:g 4926315
| lune 16, 1997 .
| Federal Communications Commission
| 1919 M. Street, Northwest -
Washington, D.C. 20544 -
Dear Honarable Reed Hundt:

Full and fair competition in all telecommunications markets is essential to building our
ecanomy and is essential to the nonprofit sector, particularly to the educational system.
Madonna University in Livonia, Michigan, is a non-profit institurion which strongly sepports
market-based competition wheze custamers have the opportunity to select from the best
products, at the best prices, with the best service, from the best providers.

The intent of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was to promote full and fair
competition in all telecommunications markets, which will be the key to the delivery of the
information superhighway to consumers, businesses, schools and nonprofits. Madonna
Univegrsity rsquests, therefore, that you move favorably on Ameritech’s application (Docket
#DA 97-137).

It is our belief that delaying the opening of long distance markets to competition will
serve only as a detriment to our economy. For the benefit of U.S. commerce, and thereby,
the benefit of U.S. nonprofits, we heartily support Ameritech in its efforts and ask that you
approve its application without delay. '

Sincerely,

w m. /M—-
Sister M. Francilene, CSSF
President, .

cc: Donald J. Russell, Telecommunications Task Force

———— o~
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TRAFFIC SAFETY ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAR

313 496 9337 TO 9120823263826 P.82/83

602 Michigan National Tower
Lansing, Michigan 48933

Thomas O. Reel. President

(517) 487-8811 FAX (517) 187-6358
e-mail; 1sa@voyager.net

Wz
OFFICERS

CHATRMAN
James M. Edwaras
CUNA Mulual Group

VICE-CHAIRMAN

Pavicia F. Waker

Vetm

Transponation Research Instiure

SECRETARY
Mal A, Hively
GTE

TAEASURER
William H, Canney
NBO gank, N. A

CHAIRMAN OF THE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

E.l. Cox

R Fund Company

of Michigan

TRUSTEES
Riehasg H, Aystin
Former Secretary of Slate

Kenneth 8. Baker

General Molors Comoration
Rebert J. Earon

Chrysier Comperation
willam €. Fara

F2r8 Motor Company

Jeseph Musr
<osech Muer Reslawants. inc.

Qonawd (. Sterans
AAA Michigan

Rocert Vanderoeek
Remee, CUNA MUt Group

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Denals Aithor
C.M. aitnoft Co.

Jonn amterger
SE M) Council ot Govemments

Milterg R, Benngn
Past Chairman. TSA Boare of
Directors

Renred. General Motora Carporaton

Fregancka W. Birch
Amentech

Jona Bshop, Jr.
Oelront Edison

Ed Charesion
Morgan Onve Avay Co,

Anng £. Ginn
General Maters Corporauon

Bran G, Glowsak

Chirysier Corporaton

Elige Johngon

Amarican Automobide
Manytacturer's Assocation

Gordon Mackay
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June 11, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20544

Dear Honorable Hundt:

T urge you to grant Ameritech authority to provide long distance service.
It is clear to me that local competition is expa.ndlng rapidly in Michigan markets

served by Ameritech. -

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 has been in effect for over 16
months. During that period, long distance rates have remained level or gone up in
some cases. In the meantime, the Michigan Public Service Commission has i
granted authority to numerous telecommunications providers including AT&T,
Brooks Fiber, MCI Metro, Sprint, etc. to compete in local markets.

Please do not delay in opening long distance markets to competition, for
the benefit of U.S. Commerce as well as nonprofits such as the Traffic Safety

Association of Michigan.

Sincerely,

President

dks

cc: Donald J. Russell
U.S. Department of Justice

bee: \E{sa Hamway - Ameritech
Fred Birch - Ameritech



Bay-Arenac Intermediate School District

JON WHAN, Superintendant
4228 TWO MILE ROAD, BAY CITY, MICHIGAN 48706-2397 F 14
- PHONE (517) 6864410
FAX (517) 667-3286
INTERMEDIATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
LOUIS P. STANGE. Presicent ROBERY C. BAKER. Trustee
FRANK H. DAVENPORT, Vice President PENNY L. PAGE. Trustee
ANGELA V. FENTON, Secrotory WILLIAM A, JORDAN, Trustee
W. THOMAS BURDICK, Treosures

June 9, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing regarding the Telecommunications Act of 1996, specifically opening long distance markets
to competition for the benefit of schools, other non-profits and U.S. commerce.

It is my belief that true market based competition in all telecommunications markets will ensure that the
United States continues to have a state-of-the-art communications infrastructure- an asset that is essential
to building our economy, and building our economy is essential to the nonprofit sector.

The telecommunications Act of 1996 has been in effect for over 2 year, with no noticeable impact on
long distance prices, which have steadily gone up.

The intent of the Act was to promote full and fair competition in all telecommunications markets, which
will be the key to the delivery of the information superhighway to consumers, businesses, schools and
nonprofits.

As a regional nonprofit organization, we view the health of American consumers, businesses and schools
as the key to our operating programs and revenue.

Today, the most qualified competitors to the long distance companies can't even compete for our
business.

In conclusion, I endorse full and fair competition, based on the best products, at the best prices with the
best customer service available and ask that the implementation of the Act be expedited.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincer;tlz_ )f

Jon M. Whan
Superintendent

JMW/ct
pec: Pat Vance /

The mission of the Bay-Arenac Intermediiate School District is to promote
educdtional excellence, through lecdership. support, ond senvice.
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Michigan SBDC Regional Centrer
m Grand Valley Sue University

WU.EY Sadwnn Schosl of Buinest
SIATE 30) Wigr Sulian Seorwee, Suive 71ES “ﬁ
Graod Rapids, Michigan £3504.6495 4 g aAr
€16.771.6653 Dhonc AMALL BUSINESS
616.450.3872 Fxx DEVELOPMONT GLIAVERS
Iopuckic@ g edy Conasaling, Fusming, Roraseh, wad Aduscery for Mickigans Smoll Dasinouy

June 3, 1997

Grand Rapids Press
Letter 1o the Editor
Public Pulse

-

The Michigan Small Business Development Center, located within the
Seidiman School of Business at Grand Valley State University, is
comumitted to the growth and development of small businesses in Kent
Ottawa and Muskegon Counties. Provision of small business training,
counse), research, and advocacy for small businesses is our mission.

Communications technology plays a significant role in the operation of a
successful small business. For survival in today’s competitive
marketplace, it is essentia) that a stnall business have access to low priced
and highly competitive cornmunication services. It is critical to
effectively communicate with customers and efficiently use internal
resources. Equal competition among information technology providers
will allow business owners to access the best services available for
operation of their companies.

‘“_‘f“:-‘-“" . We support Ameritech’s entry into the long distance market, allowing
W‘.. 'ﬁ'a"‘.::. “™= . the business owner and consumer greater choice for their
. ) communications services provider.

mug
Mankgon . ‘
&m&“ozux:.: Smcercly, d¢'
Alenddle © : ()ﬂ_,up UpU o
Geasd Ruids - Carol Lopucki
Midipn380C SO - Director, MI-Small Business Development Center
Wayae Sam University
W:h-nu J.lnnu‘:i::u 2 |
FLE5€A.1798 Theae . ee: Rog Hall, State Director
32 I6)64 For : Michigan Small Business Development Center Network
sowsalfax@misbdc.veynncda .
g/ faixrerve.camlzbde/
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Srark o MICIIIGAN
CGFFICRE OF THE GOVEMNOR
1LLANSING

JOHN ENGLER
GOVERNOR June 10, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commisgsion
1919 M Street, N\W

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Mr, Hundt:

Ag Governor of Michigan, I feel compcelled to express my support of
Ameritech's filing, under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunieations Act of
1996, to provide in-region long distance gervice in Michigan. If approved, this
historic filing will provide greater competition in Jong distance and the added
choice for consumers that Congress had in mind when the Prezident signed the

bill into law well over a year ago,

Michigan now has over 24 companies such as AT&T, MCI-Metro, MFS,
Brooks Fiber, et. al, that have received licenges to provide local phone service in
Michigan, The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) has also recently
issued an order approving the interconnection agreement between Ameritech and
AT&T. A number of these companies are conducting advertising campaigns in
an effort to obtain market share of the local exchange business.

Moreover, the Michigan Public Service Commission hag ¢conducted an
extensive analysis of the filing, and found that Ameritech has met most of the
items in the competitive checklist. Where there appears to be a deficiency, the
MPSC hax indicated that it is reasonable to anticipate that the necessary
corrections can be made prior to the date on which the FCC must act on the
application. The MPSC has advised me that federal involvement will greatly
cnhance the progpects for successful resolution.

1 urge you to usc the full extent of your authority to assure that the
problems identified by the MPSC are not left unsolved due to inaction. As you and
1 have discussed in the past, Michigan is poised to move further into the
competitive telecommunications market. This commitment was demonstrated in
1995, when Michigan created a competitive landgeape by énacting the Michigan
Telecommunications Act of 1995. Since then, we have acted expeditiously to bring
competition to every level within our state. You and your fellow Commissioners

have done likewise in the unwavering course you have get.

&

5173350118 PRGE . D@2



JUN 11 397 18:47 FR AMERITECH GOUT REL TQ DC

SIATE LBUY ., HFFHIRSS IEL-OLt Juous Ly o e i P.83-03

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Page 2
June 10, 1997

You now have the opportunity before you to strike down the last major
impediment to full and complete competition in the telecommunications sector. It
ig my hope that Ameritech's application will be judged on the basis of a full and
complete record at the cnd of the 90-day review period, and that we will be able to
take the next step in bringing competitive benefits to all of our eitizens.

Sincerely,

John Engler
Governor

JENe/pw

c¢! Mr. Donald J. Russell, Department of Justice
Michigan Public Service Commission

MR
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TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY COMMITTEE

LENATOR MAT DUNASKISS, CHAIEMAN 52 CAPTOL

MEMBERS: £5. BOX 20038
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As the Chairman of the Michigan Senate Committee on Technology and Energy, and the sponsor
of the Michigan Telecommunicstions Acts of 1990 and 1994, T am once again writing to you to
commend and urge your support of Ameritech’s application to provide in-region interL ATA.
services in Michigan, as set out under Section 271(d) of the Federal Telecommunications Act.

Michigan is proud to have led the pation in 1990 with Telecommunications reform that has
yvielded increased competition in local communications and cable television markets, innovations
in products and services, and more responsive customer service, We've seen a complex
regulatory structure beginning to give way 10 market-based competition here in Michigan, and
we’re proud that Michigan is once again taking the lead in further deregulation. I firmly believe
that there can be no true competition until everyone is allowed to compete - in local service,
intral ATA long-distance service, and interLATA long-distance service.

Michigan consumers and businesses should have a full range of choices in selecting both their
local and long-distance communications providers. They should be able 1o select the best
products, with the best service, at the best price, from the best cornpany offering services in their
area. [ urge you to move without further delay to favorably consider Ameritech's application to

bring full and fair competition to Michigan.

Sincerely,

P2 rsatlird

Mat Dunaskiss
State Senator, 16th District

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell, DOJ
Mz, John Strand, Chairman MPSC
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W JACKSON
Lisa M. Hamway -
Diractor of Gorporate Contributions-Michigan CENTER
444 Michigan Avenue, Aoom 1350 »
® 5

Detrolt, MI 40226

Oftice 318/223-5747

Fax 31W/496-9392
127 W. Wasley
Jackson, Michigan 49201
(817) 7820537

FAX (517) 7BR-4045

June 6, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chxm.
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N\W

Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chrm. Hundt:
This letter is in reference to Docket #DA 97-137.

In our efforts to receive the best phone service for the best price, we as a
non-profit organization must constantly shop for value.

It is our opinion that some very gqualified “players” in the
telecommunications business are not allowed to compete. We endorse full
and fair competivion, based on the best products, at the best prices with
the best customer service available.

Please do not delay in opening markets to competition. We should all be
bepeficiaries of an open market.

—~James Cornforth
Associate Executive Director

Thank you,

¢¢:  Mr. Donald J. Russell
Telecommunications Task Force, Anti-Trust Division
U.S. Department of Justice
82055 555 4th St NW
Washington, D.C. 20001

OUR MISSION 1S TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF INRAVIDUALS AND FAMIUIES
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SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Michigan House of Representatives

Curtis Hertel State Capitol Building
2nd District Lasosivg, Michigan 48913
Phone: (517)373-1983

June 4, 1997

The Honorabie Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washingtoty, DC 20544

Dear Honorable Hundt:

This letter is being written in support of Ameritech’s filling under Section 271 of the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996 to provide in-region long distance service in Michigan. By allowing
Ameritech to enter the long distance market, an increase in competition for both local and long distance
services within the state would result, providing better and expanded customer services and greater choice to
the residents of Michigan

1t is this competition that will ensure the quality, state~-of-the-art communications infrastructure that
is needed for a string, growing economy. The only way to continue meeting the increased needs of consumers
wold be to grant approval of Ameriiech’s petition under Section 271.

Ameritech has proven to be an asset to the state of Michigan in a number of ways. They have over
30,000 current and retired employees within the state. The number will surely continue to grow once the
application has been approved, providing much needed jobs tot he residents of my state. Ameritech has
currently and consistently met all of the legal and technical requirements and regulations thus far put forward
by both the Federal and Michigan Telecommunications Act.

These few reasons alone warrant enough cause to justify why Ameritech’s petition should be
approved, so it is here once again. That I ask for serious consideration to be given to Ameritech’s request to
begin providing in-region long distance service to the state of Michigan,

Thank you for your sincere attention to this issue. 1 will be available to discuss in detail any aspect
of this letter should you desire. I look forward to hearing your decision.

p
Michigan House of Representatives

ce!
Mr. Donald J. Russell

Racycien %‘
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman June 12, 1997
Federal Communications Commission :

1919 M Street Northwest

Washington, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

[ am corresponding with you regarding Docket # DA97-137 as President of the
Pleasant Ridge Foundation in Michigan. We are writing to ask that you consider
favorable action on Ameritech’s application so that we can emjoy full and fajir competinon
in all parts of the telecommunications markets here in Michigan.

Although the Telecormmunicarions Act of 1996 has been in effect for over a year, long
distance prices seem 10 continue to rise - competition does not really exist yet. As a non-
profit organization, costs are always of concern to us, and we would like to see all the
qualified competition in long distance service be able to bid for our business and that of
our members. We hope that you will not delay too long in opening the long distance
markets to wider competition so that all organizations such as ours or regular businesses
can continue to enjoy a state-of-the-art communications infrastructure,

Thank you for your attention to my request - | look forward to your speedy decision in

this matter.
¢¢: Donald J Russell Sincerely,
The US Department of Justice ,@ M
Barry M. Murphy
President

«  —— J—
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220 BAGLEY, SUITE 1020

DETROIT, MI 48226

VOICE: (313) 961-8120
TOD: (313)961-8118
FAX: (313)961-9168

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

CHAIR

Robert Thomton
Naw Datron

VICE CHAIR

Barbara Washington
Relired, Amaritech

TREASURER
Keith Blggs
Keyo Tex Service
SECRETARY

Gretchen Coleman
Detroit Day SchookOeal

MEMBERS

Charles Anderson
Citles In Schoels
Robinzina Bryamt, J.O.
New Detrokt

Felicia Huntar, C.0.0,
Goodwit industries

Leslie D. McCoy
Detroit Polics Dept.

Paulette Nuniee
Amertach

Michelle Ventour, M.S.W.

Marygrove College
PRESIDENT & CEO:

Reichelle Anderson, M.A.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR:
Phillipa Zylanoff, M.D.

June 11, 1997

The Honorable Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M. Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20544

RE: Docket #DA97-137
Dear Chairman Hundt:

We believe telephone customers should be able to seleet the
best product, from the best provider, at the best price from the
company with the best service. We further believe Ameritech
is that company to offcr long distance service in Michigan.

1. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 has been in effect
for over a year, with no noticeable impact on long
distance prices, which have steadily gone up.

2. The intent of the Act was to promote full and fair
compelition in all telecommunications markets,
which will be the key to the deltvery of the information
supcrhighway to consumers, businesses. schools and
nonprofits.

3. Ameritech Is a global/mulif-state/regional nonprofit
organization. They believe the health of American
consumcrs, businesses and schools as the key to
opcrating programs and revcnue,

4, Along with Amcritech, Deaf Options' endorses full and
falr compet{tion, based on the best products, at the
best prices with the best customer service available.

S. Plcase do not delay in opening long distance markets
to competition, for the benelit of U.S. commerce, and
thereby. the benefit of U.S, nonprofits, as well.

Sincerely.

~

Reichelle Anderson
President & CEO

cC: Mr. Donald J. Russell

DEAF OPTIONS: ENCOURAGING, ENLIGHTENING, EMPOWERING
A Sefvice Provider of The Detroft-Wayne County Community Mental Health Board
Accradited by the Commission on Aceroditation of Rehabilitation Facilitiog

R N -———— =



